270	KING   CHARLES   I
Henderson, original champion of the Covenant, was brought from Scotland to argue with His Majesty. Charles was at his best in theological controversy, and Henderson went home to Edinburgh to die without having made the least impression. Persistent rumours represented Henderson as not only converted, but repentant for all that he had done; a death-bed confession was published, in which Henderson lauds Charles to the skies and wishes Scotland had been guided by his wisdom from the first. It is, in all probability, a Royalist forgery.
But others seem to have feared the power of the King's persuasive tongue.' Parliament refused his offer to come to London and discuss the terms of settlement.   They sent a deputation to Newcastle with a set of conditions which the King must accept or reject as a whole,   Charles asked why so many dignitaries were sent to present the terms when "an honest  trumpeter could have  done the business."   The demands included Presbyterianism, Parliamentary control of army and navy, the punishment of prominent Royalists.  Charles could not possibly accept them as they stood.  The most he would do for the Presbyterians was to let them have their way for three years and then call a general conference to re-settle religion.   In three years' time he did not doubt that he would be able to re-establish Episcopacy.   Henrietta wrote to him from France suggesting that he should accept Presbyterianism, and bargain for military control in return: she could see no difference between one Protestant heresy and another, but an army was an army.  The poet Davenant arrived in Newcastle to back her arguments, and talked as though forms of religion did not matter.   Charles dismissed him in anger; he had lost his kingdom, but he would not regain it at the price of the Church.  Be believed that his Coronation oath bound him to uphold bishops; he was sure that to sanction Presbyterianism was to hand over the spiritual guidance of England to everything that he considered evil. He was living in a different world from D^venant's, and

